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Iowa Science Talent Search 
J. D. Woods 
Drake University, Des Moines 
At the meeting of the Iowa Acad-
emy of Science to be held April 17 
at Luther College, Decorah, Iowa, 
seven Iowa high school seniors will 
be honored as winners of Collins Sci-
ence Scholarships in the Eighteenth 
Iowa Science Talent Search. Fifteen 
hundred dollars will be awarded. 
First place will receive $500, two sec-
ond place winners will receive $300 
each, and four third place winners 
will receive $100 each. Each of the 
honorees will be awarded an expense 
paid trip to tour the Collins Rac:Iio 
Company facilities in Cedar Rapids 
and to attend the Iowa Academy of 
Science meeting. In addition each 
winner will be recommended to the 
college of his choice for any scholar-
ship, remission of tuition,_ or conces-
sions that the college might see fit 
to award a promising science student. 
The winners in the Iowa Science 
Talent Search are selected from Iowa 
entrants in the National Westing-
house Science Talent Search conduct-
ed by Science Clubs of America. The 
Iowa Science Talent Search Commit-
tee receives all materials for the na-
tional search that originates in Iowa. 
These papers are then completely re-
judged and winners are selected for 
the Iowa awards. The Collins Radio 
Company of Cedar Rapids, I~wa is 
sponsoring the Iowa Scholarships. 
Each entry in the National Scienc_e 
Talent Search conducts an experi-
mental project and writes a thousand-
word report. He also makes a series 
of statements regarding his achieve-
ments, background, and ambitions. 
His sponsoring teacher furnishes a re-
port of his qualifications. His high 
school grades are submitted. He takes 
a three-hour comprehensive exami-
nation that would challenge any 
scholar. Any of the students who 
show the ability and perseverence to 
complete the requirements would 
probably have a better than average 
chance of becoming a contributing 
scientist. 
The first organized search for sci-
ence talent in the United States was 
financed by Westinghouse Electric 
Corporation and conducted by Sci-
ence Clubs of America for secondary 
school seniors of 1942. By 1945 over 
4000 high school seniors were enter-
ing this contest. Of these, 300 re-
ceived recognition, but that left 3700 
potential scientists who were not dis-
covered. 
Virginia and Tennessee organized 
state talent searches in 1946 so that 
a greater number of bright potential 
science students could be helped. 
Georgia, Illinois, Indiana and Iowa 
conducted searches for seniors of 1947. 
By 1960, 35 states conducted Science 
Talent Searches and made awards to 
over 500 state winners. 
In each state some responsible 
group signs an agreement to take 
charge of the papers and return them 
to Science Clubs of America. In each 
of 24 states, including Iowa, the spon-
soring organization is the State Acad-
emy of Science. The financial sup-
port varies from a meager surplus 
fund of a state academy to several 
thousand dollars per year, furnished 
by some company or association. 
The Iowa Science Talent Search 
was begun in 1946 by action of the 
Executive Committee of the Iowa 
Junior Academy of Science. The late 
Dr. F . E. Brown, signed the first 
agreement with Science Clubs of 
America to conduct the Iowa Search. 
He served as the chairman of the Tal-
ent Search Committee until his death 
in 1959, and was instrumental in ob-
taining support for the program. 
Clinton Corn Processing Company of 
Clinton, Iowa, provided financial sup-
(Continued page 16) 
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Chemistry Problems, Joseph F. Castka. 
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, copyright 1962. 
Paperback. 
This is a source book for the above av-
erage chemistry student. The teacher of 
CHEM Study will find this an especially 
useful reference book. Chapter 11 de-
velops the major ideas of atomic and mo-
lecular structure along with current theor-
ies of chemical bonding. Chapter 12 deals 
with crystals and solid state. Both chap-
ters 11 and 12 are enhanced by a great 
many diagrams and illustrations. F er those 
who have not, until recently, been think-
ing in terms of problems related to bond-
ing, molecular structure and solid state 
the large number of problems in these 
areas (with detailed answers) will make 
this book a valuable addition to the sci-
ence library. 
Floyd Sturtevant 
IOWA SCIENCE TALENT SEARCH 
(Continued from page 8) 
port from 1949 through 1952, contrib-
uting about $21,000 in scholarships 
to about 196 winners. 
The Iowa Science Talent Search is 
achieving its goal of encouraging po-
tential scientists to pursue science ca-
reers. Besides the cash scholarships 
Reports from many colleges reveal 
that honor grade point averages have 
been earned by about three-fourths 
of the Talent Search winners. Many 
have attended Iowa colleges while 
many others have attended schools 
throughout the co_untry. Several of 
the early winners have earned Ph.D. 
degrees. Some are now working in 
science and medicine. A large num-
ber are still in graduate school and 
college, but a high proportion are 
successfully pursuing careers in 
science. 
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Vanishing Animals, Preserving Nature's 
Rarities, Philip Street. E . P. Dutton and 
Co. , Inc. Copyright 1963. 
This is a book that either scientist or 
non-scientist might r ead with interest and 
profit. Mr. Street covers a wide variety of 
animals from the great auk to the Komodo 
dragon. He tells of many animals that a re 
perhaps unknown to most of us but tha t, 
nevertheless, deserve our efforts to prevent 
their extinction. And, if the animal is ex-
tinct, might it "live" again? One learns 
that efforts are being made to bring such 
animals back again by applying the prin-
ciple that no animal can be considered 
completely extinct whose heritable consti-
tution still exists. This constitution, though 
altered by crosses with other species does 
exist and by use of present day knowledge 
of heredity can be brought back! This 
book will make excellent reading for stu -
dents in junior and senior high school. 
Jean Crane 
IOWA GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
(Continued from page 12) 
Samples of rocks and fossils are 
distributed to schools and private in-
dividuals upon request. Information, 
advice, and direct assistance in the 
increasing development of water and 
mineral resources are given to the 
lim it of Geological Survey funds and 
personnel. 
FROGS 
(Continued from page 13) 
utilized to demonstrate most of the 
basic life processes. 
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